
SPRING SEMESTER 2024 
 
 
COURSE TITLE: The Urban World 
 
COURSE NUMBER: URBN 1000/EVST 1100 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 

01 – Noah Allison  T/Th  11:50 - 1:30pm 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
An introduction to historic and contemporary cities, processes of 
urbanization, and urban society.  Course topics include urban 
origins, urban economics, the internal structure of cities, urban 
infrastructure, urban social and cultural processes, urban physical 
and social environments, and city systems in the regional and 
global context. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
University Core fulfilled: Explorations: Understanding Human 
Behavior. 

 



SPRING SEMESTER 2024 
 
 
COURSE TITLE: Intro to Geographic Information Systems 
 
COURSE NUMBER: URBN 1010/EVST 1010 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 

01 – Paloma Giottonini   M/W  11:50am – 1:30pm 
02  - Paloma Giottonini   M/W 9:55am – 11:35am  

 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
The course introduces the fundamental concepts, principles, and 
tools of geographic information systems (GIS). Whether from urban 
planning, wildlife management, transcontinental shipments, or 
simply navigating with our phones, GIS is inseparable from modern 
existence.  In this course, we will learn how to think spatially, 
produce maps and conduct data analysis with GIS techniques, and 
understand how geography and GIS can be applied to research.  
Key concepts and ideas are reinforced through weekly lab 
assignments and a final project. 
 

 

 

 

University Core fulfilled: Explorations: Nature of Science, Tech, 
Math 



SPRING SEMESTER 2024 
 
COURSE TITLE: Urban Planning 
 
COURSE NUMBER: URBN 3045/ EVST 3100 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 

01– Noah Allison   T/Th  1:45pm - 3:25pm  
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course offers a broad overview of the structure and process 
of contemporary planning practice. Students will consider the 
structure of urban planning processes, planning frameworks, and 
strategies commonly used by practitioners, allowing for critical 
engagement with prominent urban issues of today. Discussion 
topics are arranged thematically and include policy analysis, 
participatory planning, planning ethics, transportation planning, 
environmental planning, preservation planning, land use and 
zoning, housing, and urban design from local, national, and 
global perspectives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPRING SEMESTER 2024 
 
COURSE TITLE: Sustainable Cities 
 
COURSE NUMBER: URBN 3046/ EVST 3020 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 

01– Clare Beer   T/Th  8:00am – 9:40am 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
An examination of the challenges of and potential solutions to the 
sustainability of socioeconomic, environmental, and ecological 
systems associated with historic, contemporary, and future 
urbanization.  Course topics include an analysis of the sustainability 
of historic and contemporary cities, the consideration of sustainable 
alternatives associated with such trends ad New Urbanism, and the 
potential for alternative urban policies and practices designed to 
foster sustainability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPRING SEMESTER 2024 
 
COURSE TITLE: Community Development 
 
COURSE NUMBER: URBN 3047 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 

01–Nathan Sessoms   T/Th  3:40pm – 5:20pm 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
An exploration of the meanings and methodologies of community 
development, especially in contemporary urban America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPRING SEMESTER 2024 
 

COURSE TITLE: SS: GIS Mapping Los Angeles 
 
COURSE NUMBER: URBN 3998 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 

01–Brianne Gilbert   M  6:00pm – 9:20pm 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
Ever look at a map and wish you could create your own with information that is 
important to you? There is a cool way to make awesome maps - this course 
teaches you how to do it. This course looks at GIS (geographic information 
systems) and location analysis through the lens of our beautiful and diverse Los 
Angeles region. We use LA as an example, but these techniques can be used to 
study any place in the world. Everything happens somewhere. Whether you are 
building on your existing GIS knowledge or developing skills from a general 
interest in the field, this course will walk you through the steps to help you focus 
on “where.” Specifically, this course will help you: 

1) ask meaningful location-driven questions, 
2) establish a methodology to study those questions, 
3) create maps to analyze your questions, 
4) think critically about your findings, and  
5) visualize your results 

 
Topics covered in this course will be tailored to your interests; possible areas 
include demographics, education, elections, environmental studies, health 
disparities, income inequality, policing analysis, and transportation. 



SPRING SEMESTER 2024 
 

COURSE TITLE: Senior Project 
 
COURSE NUMBER: URBN 4000 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 

01–Noah Allison   T 6:00pm – 9:20pm 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
A supervised internship and directed research on a specific urban 
topic incorporating appropriate primary and secondary research 
methodologies and/or participant observation. 

 

Senior standing or approval of the Program Director required. 

 

 

 

University Core fulfilled: Flags: Engaged Learning. 


